DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

of Battenberg, the handsome and charming sons of
Prince Alexander  of Hesse,  uncle  of the  present
Grand Duke Louis.   Prince Alexander had morgan-
atically married a Polish Countess, Julia Theresa von
Hauke, who had been created Countess of Battenberg,
a small Hessian district.    Of his four sons the eldest,
Prince Louis, had entered the British Navy as a mid-
shipman in 1868, and, as a naturalised Englishman,
had married Princess Victoria of Hesse, the eldest
daughter of Princess Alice, and grand-daughter of
the Queen.   The second son Prince Alexander had
in 1879 been elected Prince of the independent State
of Bulgaria.   He wanted to marry Princess Victoria
of Prussia, the daughter of the Crown Princess, and
though no formal betrothal had taken place, her
parents were both in favour of the match, and so also
was the Queen.   The third son Prince Henry was yet
unmarried, and the year after John Brown's death,
he met Princess Beatrice at Darmstadt, where she had
gone with  her  mother.   The  Queen  looked with
great approval on the mutual attraction of the two,
and when he came to stay with his brother Louis in
England for  Christmas,  he  asked her permission,
confident of obtaining it, to propose marriage.   That
was exactly what she had hoped ; he was a charming
young man, she felt for him just that affection which
she had felt for Prince Louis when he came a-wooing
Princess Alice, and he fulfilled all the required con-
ditions.   It is true that in the case of Princess Louise,
thirteen years ago, she had strongly discountenanced
a marriage with a penniless Prince of a small German
House, partly because she no longer liked prolonged
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